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Introduction

The Sudanese Australian Advocacy Network informally came into existence
on April 16, 2023, a day after the outbreak of war in Sudan. Its creation
aimed to coordinate the efforts of the Sudanese diaspora in Australia, raising
awareness and facilitating communication with the government.

Later, it was officially registered as a non-profit organisation, committed to
promoting the professional development of the Sudanese diaspora in
Australia.

The Network serves as a central resource, fostering connections and
coordination. Its mission is to empower the community to engage actively in
public affairs and to influence social policies affecting multicultural
communities.



The Sudanese Australian Advocacy Network
* Objective

To empower the Sudanese-Australian diaspora communities through advocacy, education,
and professional development, aiming for harmonious integration that honours both
Sudanese heritage and Australian culture.

e Mission

To enhance the well-being and professional development of the Sudanese-Australian
diaspora communities, facilitating their active participation in public affairs and
influencing social policies towards a more inclusive multicultural society.

e Vision

To Foster an inclusive organisation where Sudanese heritage and Australian culture coexist
harmoniously, promoting successful settlement, integration, and empowerment nationwide.



Strategic Objectives

1. Professional Development and Education

- Facilitate access to educational and professional development opportunities.

- Promote leadership skills and capacity building.

2. Community Engagement and Advocacy

- Empower community members to engage actively 1n public affairs.

- Influence policies affecting multicultural communities, with a focus on
education, employment, and cross-cultural communication.



Strategic Objectives
3. Networking and Support

+ Develop a robust networking and support platform.

» Collaborate with community organisations across Australia.
4. Public Awareness and Policy Influence

- Raise awareness of 1ssues affecting the Sudanese diaspora
communities 1n both Australia and Sudan.

- Advocate for community interests at various governmental levels.



Key Activities: Networking and Collaboration

Meetings with Australian Government
ministers, including the Minister for
Immigration, Mr. Giles, and Assistant
Foreign Minister, Mr. Watts.

Discussions focused on the evacuation of
Austrian citizens from Sudan, the plight of
Sudanese refugees and the displaced,
humanitarian aid, and visa arrangements for
family members affected by the conflict in
Sudan.

The government has responded positively,
particularly regarding humanitarian
assistance and progress with Visitor visa
applications. An acknowledgment letter from
the Assistant Foreign Minister has been
received, outlining the government's
actions.




Key Activities: Networking and Collaboration

Meetings with senior officials from
the Departments of Foreign Affairs
and Home Affairs to address the
challenges faced by evacuees, the
support required, and to provide
updates on issues concerning the
Sudanese diaspora in Australia.

Engagement with members of
parliament and political staffers
(Federal & State) where positive
relationships was established with
several federal parliamentarians
who have raised our concerns
during Senate estimates hearings.




Key Activities: Advocacy and Awareness

A media engagement strategy in
Australia has been Initiated.
Despite the coverage not meeting
our expectations, the overall result
has been positive, and we are
building upon these constructive
Interactions with the media.

\(eA

MSF: Malnutrition in Sudan

Displaced Camp at Emergency
Level

By VOA News




Key Activities: Advocacy and Awareness
P —

THE SUDANESE REVOLUTION
SUPPORTING COMMITTEE IN SYDNEY

INVITES YOU TO STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF SUDAN.

WE APPEAL TO THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT

TO CALL FOR BOTH FIGHTING PARTIES IN SUDAN

AN IMMEDIATE CEASE-FIRE TO ALLOW A SAFE

PASSAGEWAY TO SUPPLY HUMANITARIAN AID
AND A SAFE PASSAGE FOR CIVILIANS.

IN SUDAN

mre: 6TH OF MAY 2023

TIME: 01:00 PM - 04:00 PM

PLACE: OPPOSITE PARLIAMENT HOUSE
6 MACQUARIE STREET - SYDNEY

NEXT TO MARTIN PLACE TRAIN STATION




Key Activities: Advocacy and
Awareness
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Key Activities: Partnerships and Collaborations

SAAN have united 25
different Sudanese
community
organisations in
Australia and
co-authored a joint letter
with the Refugee
Council of Australia to
the Minister for
Immigration.

Refugee Council

LR
/\ of Australia

9 May 2023

Senator the Hon Penny Wong, Minister for Foreign Affairs

The Hon Andrew Giles MP, Minister for Immigretion, Citizenship and Multiculturel Affairs
The Hon Pst Conroy MP, Minister for Interationsl Development end the Pecific

The Hon Tim Watts MP, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs

Re: Response to humanitarian crisis in Sudan
Dear Ministers,

The Refugee Council of Austrelie sppraciates the Australisn Govemment's snnouncament on Saturdey of |
$8 million in initial huManitarian 8S3iStance in response 1o the oriss in Sudan and the efforts of Australian
officials to 8ssist Austrelien citizens and their family members to ieave Suden. Thess commitments
indicste clearly that the i i the serious impeacts on peopie in Sudan since
long-running tension snd lnstablllty erupted into warfare on 15 April 2025.

In its updste on the situstion in Sudan released Iate last wesk, UNHCR reports that the new conflict hes
aiready displaced 330,000 people within Sudan and forced sround 128,000 people 8cross the borders
of Egypt, Chad, South Suden, Central Africen Republic, Ethiopia and Eritres. This exacerbates the existing
serous dispiacement of 3.7 million people within Sudsn end 500,000 Sucanese in neighbouning
countries. When the confiict began, Sudan wes hosting 1.1 million refugees from South Sudan, Eritres,
Syria, Ethiopia, Centrel Africen Republic, Chad and Yemen. Some refugess have alrsady returned to their
countries of origin end UNHCR expects this movement o increass in coming months despite the very
3dVerse conditions and Protection risks facing retumees.

Members of the Sudanese diaspors in Australia have been snaring with us their detailed knowledge and
analysis of the Situstion in Suden, expressing the deep distress of Sudsness Austrsliens and the
compelling nesd for continued action by the Zovernments of Australia and other nations. This distress is
being shared by other communities in Austrelia with reiatives fiving s refugees from other countries,

particulany tnose from South Sudsn end Eritres. In our o ions with
representstives, we heve heard ebout the impacts of the confict being feit across Sudsn - of the
ingscrimingts Killing of hundreas of people, the Sefious injuries ined by meny e

treskaown of functioning government and the private sector (including banking and neslth systems) and
escalsting prices. Medics! organisstions are reporting that, within Sudsan, over 80% of hospitels sre no
longer functioning end more than 10 million people need urgent health assistance. Peopie With acute
nealth needs can no longer access medical care, inciuding people who have recantly contracted msleris,
nepstitis £ end dengue fever. A widel-held COncern is that the recent open warfare betwsen the
Sudanese Armed Forces end the Repid Support Forces will not be brief, given the yeers of long-running
tension end instebility which preceded it. We note that, in its emergency response plenning, UNHCR is

ir in mentin coming months.

s Sud disspore OTEANisations are expressing the need for urgent and increased action
from the Australisn Government 8nd the intemationsl community to put more pressure on the parties 1o
the confict 1o bring & Swift end o fighting to allow humanitarian 8id to resch people in affectsd eress,
and to create & sefe commidor for those wishing to trevel out of Khertoum end other sffected arees
{incluging Darfur, South Kordofen, Slue Nile and Northern State). In eddition, & concerted and
coordinated NUMENItarian rasponse MUst e Mobilised 10 855ist refugees who are flesing to neighbourning
countries, including fecilitating sefe access to cross borders and 10 ensure basic nesds ere met.

The Refugze Councdl of Australia supponts this of the C ity in lia and
calis on the Australian Govemment toc

1. Use sl siplomstic channels evsilsble to support the intemationsl community's efforts to bring sbout
pesce as quickly 85 possinle.

2. Build on Saturdsy’s announcement of an initisl i it of i i By
meking further contributions to the internstional humenitarisn response effort, both within Sudan
and in countries where refugess are seeking safety, to ensure basic needs are met.

5. Provide an immediate guarantee that anyone from Sudsn who is currently in Austrelie can remain, in

Ene with the UNHCR position on returns to Sudan issued last week, with & clear process established
for Sudanese nationsts on temporery, bridging and Visitor visss to extend their stay.

4. Alow Sudsnese nationsls who have previously had esylum claims regected to reepply in light of the
changed circumstances in Suden, agsin in line with UNHCR'S updetsd sdvice on returns. Country
information used to 855€ss protection clsims should be updsted to reflect the current situation.

Establish priofity processing of visas for Sudsnese netionals to ensbie timely exits to safety. This
incluges pending Femily, Skilled, Refugee and Humanitarian visss &3 well 85 Visitor visas. Processing
of temporery visas should ellow & clear pathwey to & permanent visa, and considerstion must be
given to ensure vise-holders heve sccess to rights on errivel (educstion for chiaren, sccess to
Medicere, and waiver of waiting periods for socisl Security) 5 there is no indication that Sudsn's crisis
will be resolved quickly.

6. Priofitise procassing of on-hend Eee 8nd HUMENItanan Vises for refug: y residing in
Sudan and thoss of gees in nei ing countries.

=

7. Include Sudanese nationsls 85 8 priofity Eroup in the Refugee snd Humanitarien Program to enable
fast processing of those with most urgent needs. This includes Working with UNHCR to issue
emergency visas for people flesing the recent Aghting and at greatest risk.

8. Abolish the ligibility criteris fOI' "\e Community Support Program to ensure that Sudanese nationsls

and refugees of other nats % in Suden heve full sccess, in line with the Government's
s - instory Refugee and t n Progr

w

‘We urgently and strongly encourage the Government to continue and expand its constructive engsgement
with members of 5 ity and woulkd welcome every opportunity to discuss the
points rased in this letter further with Go\emment representatives.

Yours faithfully,

Paul Power
Chief Executive Cfficer
Refugee Council of Austraka



Key Activities: Partnerships and Collaborations

SAAN have collaborated with the
Australian Council for International
Development (ACFID) and held a joint
meeting with the Department of
Foreign Affairs to request a $25
million humanitarian assistance
package for Sudan. ACFID has led a
consolidated appeal for Sudan.

Times are shown in your local time zone GMT +11
(Australia/Sydney)

ACEIDINATIONAL CONFERENCE 2023

@]le] o-1
Development 2.0

disruptive dynamics, inspired ideas
18th - 19th October 2023

Program




Key Activities: Partnerships and
Collaborations

Refugee Action Collective (Victoria)
e
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Refugee Action Collective (Victoria)
e




Key Activities: Research and Reporting

* SAAN 1s currently partnering with the
Australian National University's Centre
for Arab and Islamic Studies to develop a
policy brief on the Sudanese conflict and
its 1mplications for the diaspora i1n
Australia




Funding and Resources

1.4 MILLION

SUDANESE PEOPLE DISPLACED

Q gofundme & =

DONATE FOR SUDAN

A«BC isan
strafian publi,

DONATE TO HELP BRING RESOURCES TO
PEOPLE ESCAPING THE WAR

SUDAN > '

EXPLAINED

ACCOUNT NAME - SAMPA
BSB - 063349

ACOUNT No. - 10274043
REFERENCE - Humanatarian

Sudan Emergency to Help
Sudanese Families Survive
$3,245 raised of $500,000 target » 35 donat
. - _
us:.dmmwamb{mmun Share

Modlal Professionals Association

Organised by Sudanese
Against War Campaign Australia Donate now
Account name: Sudanese Australasian Medical

v Professionals Association feam fundraiser
BSB: 063349, Account number: 10274043

E | Code:Humanitarian Anwar Ahmed and 2 others are organising

9 BORDER CHECKPOINT INTO EGYPT

ORGCANISED BY SUDANESE AGAINST WAR CAMPAIGN-BY
THE SUDANESE AUTRALIAN ADVOCACY NETWORK

this fundraiser.

Doctors Humanitarian Aid Charity Organization in



Planned intervention

Empowerment Initiatives

+ Organise workshops and seminars on leadership, education, and

professional development.
- Amplify the Sudanese-Australian diaspora communities’ voice in public

discourse.
Networking and Collaboration

Create and maintain a professional and community member networking

platform.

Partner with educational institutions, government bodies, and NGOs.



Planned intervention

* Advocacy and Awareness

. Organise campaigns addressing community needs and concerns.
. Engage 1n policy advocacy for positive change.

* Research and Reporting

. Research and publish findings on 1ssues of concern to the Sudanese
diaspora in Australia to influence policy and public opinion.



Planned intervention

* Partnerships and Collaborations

Collaborate with Australian government bodies, international
organisations, and advocacy groups for maximum impact.

* Funding and Resources

. Identify and secure funding sources for advocacy, humanitarian aid,
and community support activities.
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