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Introduction 
The Sudanese Australian Advocacy Network informally came into existence 
on April 16, 2023, a day after the outbreak of war in Sudan. Its creation 
aimed to coordinate the efforts of the Sudanese diaspora in Australia, raising 
awareness and facilitating communication with the government.

Later, it was officially registered as a non-profit organisation, committed to 
promoting the professional development of the Sudanese diaspora in 
Australia. 

The Network serves as a central resource, fostering connections and 
coordination. Its mission is to empower the community to engage actively in 
public affairs and to influence social policies affecting multicultural 
communities.



The Sudanese Australian Advocacy Network
• Objective

To empower the Sudanese-Australian diaspora communities through advocacy, education, 
and professional development, aiming for harmonious integration that honours both 
Sudanese heritage and Australian culture.

• Mission

To enhance the well-being and professional development of the Sudanese-Australian 
diaspora communities, facilitating their active participation in public affairs and 
influencing social policies towards a more inclusive multicultural society.

• Vision

To Foster an inclusive organisation where Sudanese heritage and Australian culture coexist 
harmoniously, promoting successful settlement, integration, and empowerment nationwide.



Strategic Objectives

1. Professional Development and Education

∙ Facilitate access to educational and professional development opportunities.
∙ Promote leadership skills and capacity building.

2.      Community Engagement and Advocacy

∙ Empower community members to engage actively in public affairs.
∙ Influence policies affecting multicultural communities, with a focus on 

education, employment, and cross-cultural communication.



Strategic Objectives
3. Networking and Support

∙ Develop a robust networking and support platform.

∙ Collaborate with community organisations across Australia.

4. Public Awareness and Policy Influence

∙ Raise awareness of issues affecting the Sudanese diaspora 
communities in both Australia and Sudan.

∙ Advocate for community interests at various governmental levels.



Key Activities: Networking and Collaboration
Meetings with Australian Government 
ministers, including the Minister for 
Immigration, Mr. Giles, and Assistant 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Watts. 
Discussions focused on the evacuation of 
Austrian citizens from Sudan, the plight of 
Sudanese refugees and the displaced, 
humanitarian aid, and visa arrangements for 
family members affected by the conflict in 
Sudan. 
The government has responded positively, 
particularly regarding humanitarian 
assistance and progress with Visitor visa 
applications. An acknowledgment letter from 
the Assistant Foreign Minister has been 
received, outlining the government's 
actions.



Key Activities: Networking and Collaboration
Meetings with senior officials from 
the Departments of Foreign Affairs 
and Home Affairs to address the 
challenges faced by evacuees, the 
support required, and to provide 
updates on issues concerning the 
Sudanese diaspora in Australia.

Engagement with members of 
parliament and political staffers 
(Federal & State) where  positive 
relationships was established with 
several federal parliamentarians 
who have raised our concerns 
during Senate estimates hearings.



Key Activities: Advocacy and Awareness
A media engagement strategy in 
Australia has been initiated. 
Despite the coverage not meeting 
our expectations, the overall result 
has been positive, and we are 
building upon these constructive 
interactions with the media.



Key Activities: Advocacy and Awareness



Key Activities: Advocacy and 
Awareness



Key Activities: Partnerships and Collaborations

SAAN have united 25 
different Sudanese 
community 
organisations in 
Australia and 
co-authored a joint letter 
with the Refugee 
Council of Australia to 
the Minister for 
Immigration.



Key Activities: Partnerships and Collaborations

SAAN have collaborated with the 
Australian Council for International 
Development (ACFID) and held a joint 
meeting with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs to request a $25 
million humanitarian assistance 
package for Sudan. ACFID has led a 
consolidated appeal for Sudan.

• .



Key Activities: Partnerships and 
Collaborations



 Key Activities: Research and Reporting

• SAAN is currently partnering with the 
Australian National University's Centre 
for Arab and Islamic Studies to develop a 
policy brief on the Sudanese conflict and 
its implications for the diaspora in 
Australia



Funding and Resources



Planned intervention 

Empowerment Initiatives

∙ Organise workshops and seminars on leadership, education, and 
professional development.

∙ Amplify the Sudanese-Australian diaspora communities’ voice in public 
discourse.

Networking and Collaboration

∙ Create and maintain a professional and community member networking 
platform.

∙ Partner with educational institutions, government bodies, and NGOs.



Planned intervention 

• Advocacy and Awareness

∙ Organise campaigns addressing community needs and concerns.

∙ Engage in policy advocacy for positive change.

• Research and Reporting

∙ Research and publish findings on issues of concern to the Sudanese 
diaspora in Australia to influence policy and public opinion.



Planned intervention 

• Partnerships and Collaborations

∙ Collaborate with Australian government bodies, international 
organisations, and advocacy groups for maximum impact.

• Funding and Resources

∙ Identify and secure funding sources for advocacy, humanitarian aid, 
and community support activities.






